PLAN OF THE TOWERS.                       31

even of the simplest moulding, the parapet of
each tower possesses an extraordinary coping,
which instantly attracts and fascinates the gaze,
It is a coping formed, not of dead stone, but of
living vultures. These birds, on the occasion of
my visit, had settled themselves side by side in
perfect order, and in a complete circle, around
the parapets of the towers, with their heads
pointed inwards; and so lazily did they sit there,
and so motionless was their whole mien, that,
except for their colour, they might have been
carved out of the stone-woi*k. After the towers
have been once consecrated, no one .except the
corpse-bearers is allowed to enter, nor is any-
oi*e, not even a Parsee high-priest, permitted to
approach within thirty feet of the immediate
|>TOcincts. An exact model of the interior was,
1^0^everT shown to me.
, ^Imagine a round column, or massive cylinder,'

ir. ^lve or fourteen feet high, and at least ninety
'In diameter, built throughout of solid stone,
in the centre, where a well, fifteen feet